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courtyard, go up the circle of steps, go west go east again and 
then to room 30(>. Would I be correct about that? 

Mr. Rkdditt. You would be correct. 

Mr. Johnson. All right. Now I direct your attention to page 131 
of Mark Lane’s book, and I am directing your specific attention to 
the third paragraph. 

Mr. Redditt. Which book is that, counsel? 

Mr Johnson. That is Code Name “Zorro”, The Murder of Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Mark Lane and Dick Gregory, which has been 

marked as exhibit F-185. . 

Now let me read to you, Mr. Redditt, from the third paragraph 

here. It says: 






According to Redditt 

I am quoting now, at least Mark Lane is quoting you, I 
gather ♦ * * 

about, half an hour, no more than 2 hours before Dr. King’s assassination lieutenant 
Arkin, who was in intelligence, cume down to the station. He said, Ed, they want to 
see you at headquarters. Redditt was reluctant to leave his post, to abandon the 
entire security operation to Richmond. Redditt had difficulty leaving, since his p an 
to cut off a potential escape from the scene, should there be an attempt on Dr 
Kintf’s life, was predicated upon a lunctioning team of at least two men. 



Now my question to you, Mr. Redditt, does Mr. Lane in his quote 
here adequately set out the situation of that afternoon? 

Mr. Redditt. No. No. , , , 

Mr. Johnson. Then, as this appeared in Mr. Lanes book, it is 
absolutely erroneous; am I correct about that? 

Mr. Redditt. Correct. 

Mr. Johnson. I have no further questions. 

One additional question. You have been asked earlier about a 
plan. You seem to have suggested “being a policeman maybe I had 
some ideas in mind about doing something to protect Dr. King, 
but Mr. Redditt, did there ever come a time, on either the 4th or 
the 3d or any time before that you went to any of these buildings 
and checked them out to see whether or not there was anything 
that might give way to an assassin being in any of those buildings. 

Mr. Redditt. No. . , 

Mr. Johnson. Did you ever, knowing the parking area here and 
the bushes on the embankment that leads directly over to Mulber- 
ry Street, did you ever go through the parking lot and maybe 
either on the afternoon of the 3d or the morning or afternoon of 
the 4th, just kind of walk through there and look around to see if 
anybody was sitting over there? 

Mr. Redditt. No; the only thing was by the fire station. 

Mr Johnson. So if there ever was a time that you had a plan, 
the formulation of which was merely in your mind, no more, no 
less? 

Mr. Redditt. Correct. . 

Mr. Johnson. Because at no time, assuming that you had a plan, 
did you ever undertake any kind of surveillance or security or 
whatever to implement. Would I be right then in assuming that 
even if you had a plan, you weren’t sure yourself what the plan 
would be, assuming that something would happen to Dr. King? Am 
I correct about that? 

Mr. Redditt. Correct. 
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MLK Exhibit K-18G 
CIVIL DISORDER S 



MUM PciIS . TENNESSEE 
(February 12, through April iL, I'JtiS) 



A 11 effort submitted to Mr. Fran* Holloman, Director 
oj T ire and Police, 



Lt. L. B. A rain, oj the Intelligence Section oj the InsfedtionaL 
Hu. r ecu oj the Memphis Police Department. 



Morph 20, 1368 (continued) 



On 3/20/68 two instances of StrU 

1 a md threats were made to bum down both L 
datf, March 22, 1968, the date of the propot 
Luther King Jr, And an obscene telephone 
3 Councilman, Jerred Blanchard 



[ O n 3/20/68 Black Power Groups i 

f : Satth Memphis intimidating teachers and 3 
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!i Minister , Rev, Ezekiel Bell had made arra 
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t demanded that he be allowed to speak to tin 
| He was however told to leave. 

Intelligence sources revealed^ the 
| planned march on March 22, 1968 was in the 
t S. C. L. C. , and C. O. M. E. member, and th 
| licipation in the march was in the hands of , 
| James Morris Lcamson Jr. , pastor of Centa 
Gerald Fanion , another Negro leader was o 
1 Hie parking lot at Club Paradise on the nigh 
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\ Luther King, SCLC leader with leftist leant 
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■ Cabbage, local black Power activist, and h 
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\ !l 

Police assignments remained con 
| of garbage trucks throughout the City, a 
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l March 21. 1968 



On 3/21/68 City Council member s 
J.O. Patterson's proposal allowing a dues 
passed instead a resolution calling for medi 
down with Frank B. Miles, a former Federa 



On 3/21/68 Dr. Martin Luther Kini 
organizing his Poor People's Campaign. , ui 
symbol of the campaigkn. In Memphis fuxoev> 
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Ab ril 1,1968 (cout inueil) 

Threats against the Memphis Police came in from a nunber of sources 
be i :en 3;30/68 and 4/1/68. And on one occasion , U.S. Civil Rights Commission 
worker , Rosetta Miller, who had been participating in the Demonstrations since the 
start of the ></iuilu lion d trike, told Det. Rcdditt , that Ihcy were going to get Li:;., uul 
if she had. a gun herself, she would shoot him herscij . This remark was made no doibl . 
because it was known that Det. K. E. Rcdditt was returning information from the meet- 
ings ho attended to the Memphis Police Department. 
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n t W# , Iist f lli f> ence sources revealed that Char 
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On April 1.1308 Lurry Payne, a Male Negro teenager, who had been Mil j md yZ/il'V'ZZ Zfh Planned far 4/3/61 

during the riots, ajler he had been found looting , and pulled a knife on a Police Gjjictr,.. re> he funding of the Invaders by Nai 

was laying in stale in Clayboin Temple. Tii e fiiUmation being that his actions weru J . .. 

sanctioned by C. O. M. E. and the negro ministers who divided on the issue of non-vio^M u, a f j, r a Mr. Robert Campbell of 3 
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... ~ - ... . ... ' ca Cola DoUling Co. ; Darts Bredd Cn 

s Laxry Predicts. Be accused johite racism fo 

L , . J n cn Interview with' Inspector lHnes on d , 

riocal Negro Minister accused Rev. Ja Zhorrt 

gex maintain efjevtttie^ leader skip of ti 

. . , S P° } ' -men f cor thfaegro Ministers in f,ni 
% $l 0re t tojwotioil jigainst holding a Mass 1 
' 7 strike oriented harZl 



The Press Scimitar on 4/2/6fl under a star y captioned, MEMPHIS MS QO 
BIGHT, quotes Asst. Chief Dill Price as reporting that activity during the night of i 
hud been no greater Hum usual. I : 

n i! 



ACCUSES KING OF SPAR KID G MEMPHIS CisASH in which Tennessee Congressman I 
Kuykendall on the House floor accused Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. of agitating desh 
ion and hatred in Memphis . 

// ' _ 

In another story hi the' Commercial Appeal under the caption; CITY ST 

COUNTER STEPS TO THREAT OF MASS MARCH , it was reported that Mayor Rf 
Loeb was studying'what legal stcpkcould be taken to prevent another pi ass march, 
and among the remedies considered were: Court Injunctions against Leaders', Ream 
of the Curfew; and the. PUiQin^of Leaders under Peace and Financial Responsibility j 

In a story tr\the Press Scimitar of 4/2/68 under the catption: COUNCIL ! 
NEW STRIKE ROLL » ir'ii-as reported that the City Council was calling for reaumptim^ 
medictioti talks with tile Garbage Strikers. 

C. O. M. E. held a strategy meeting at Clay bom Temple at 10 AM bits 4/Sj 
in vhich the ministers associated explored the possibility of securing O.E.O. and tfV^j 
P. C. money to pay for an office Jor them, and their operations. At another mttttqtd 
C.O.M.E. loaders at the Lorraine Motel 6PM 4/2/63, some of the Members aihmfc 
ilia removal oj James Morris Lawson as loader of CU Alii. 



it 3, 1968. ^ " 
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Cn orVvf^'f*. °* lhe Press Sci "'itar of 4/3/ 
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Detective Redditt did not at that time, nor has he since, questioned 
the legitimacy of the threat. His only reaction at the time was that 
he was not personally afraid. And his courage has never been 
questioned especially as evidenced by his service to the department 
during the sanitation strike. Detective Redditt has never since that 
time raised any question with me in any way concerning the action 
which was taken. I have seen him on numerous occasions during 
the past 10 years, including a meeting on the street in the spring of 
1070 when he advised me of his then intentions to run for Congress 
as a Republican against the incumbent congressman, Harold Ford. 
He did not at that time or at any other time raise the question of 
any doubt as to my actions on April 4, 1968. 

In view of the physical location of the fire station, it would have 
been impossible for Detective Redditt or a score or more officers at 
that location to have prevented the assassination. It would not 
have been physically possible from that location to have even seen 
from where the shot was fired. Patrolman Richmond, as dedicated 
a professional officer as any I’ve known, was at the fire station and 
observed Dr. King when he was shot and he was in no position to 
prevent the assassination and could not do so. Detective Redditt 
could not have either and I believe he has so testified in executive 
session before this committee. Memoranda prepared contemporane- 
ously with the events by Redditt and Richmond, and especially by 
Patrolman Richmond, and contained in the homicide files of the 
department should dispel all doubts as to the nature of the assign- 
ment (it being one of surveillance and not of security) and the 
effectiveness of these men at the fire station/ 1 believe the commit- 
tee has interviewed Detective Redditt and Patrolman Richmond 
and that they will testify before this committee. I respectfully 
request that the statements of Redditt and Richmond as contained 
in the homicide files and which I have furnished this committee be 
made a part of the record of these hearings. 

The records will reflect Detective Redditt was removed from his 
post at approximately 4 p.m. on April 4, 1968. Since I was in 
Federal court all day that day and considering the time when Dr. 
King was shot, I do not believe Detective Redditt was removed 
after I returned from court but that he was at the department and 
had already been removed. 

There apparently has been a persistent effort to prove a theory 
or allegation that the FBI engaged in a conspiracy to asssassinate 
Dr. King and that I, because of my past association with the FBI, 
was a party to that conspiracy. It is unbelievable to me that the 
FBI would even entertain such an idea. It is ludicrous and prepos- 
terous that I would be a party to such a thing either directly or 
indirectly. And now lately, as reported in the news media, the 
ridiculous charge has beep made that former and off-duty FBI 
agents assassinated Dr. Martin Luther King. Anyone, for whatever 
evil or ulterior purposes, can dream up preposterous theories and 
charges. Proving those theories or charges with truth and facts is 
another matter and has not been accomplished. 

I have been deeply disturbed that in view of my public service 
and reputation in the community, I have been viciously and delib- 
erately maligned and slandered — apparently without recourse. 




